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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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T/hen  you  spend  your  dollar  fof  fahrics  or  clothing,  do’yc*^  a  dollar* s 
worth?  '  '  ' 


'.The  shops  are  full  of  signs:  "ill  pri  ces  reduced, "  "Dresses  al  a.  hargain," 
"Hats  at  new  low  prices,”  But,  can  you  really  tell  a  'bai'gain  or  do //ou  rely  on 
the  advice  of  the  salesperson?  There  are  nany  fabric  tests  that  car  be  rade  at 
the  counter  and  sone  of  the  sinplest  will  prevent  serious  di sappointnent  and 
trouble  later. 


Eor  instance,  have  you  ever  dressed  hurriedly  to  go  somewhere,  only  to 
find  that  the  dress  you  intended  to  wear  had  pulled  out  at  the  sleeves  or  across 
the  back?  Doesn*t  it  give  you  a.  helpless  feeling?  TJhon  should  we  blame,  the 
drossr.dcer  or  ourselves?  Well,  of  course,  the  dressmalcer  should  fit  garments  cor¬ 
rectly  but  many  clothes  thal  arc  properly  fitted  do  not  give  good  service.  Per¬ 
haps  more  attention  ^ould  have  been  paid  to  the  selection  of  the  fa.bilc.  An 
eo,sy  test  that  may  be  made  in  any  department  store  is  this:  Pull  the  fabric  gent¬ 
ly  between  the  thumbs.  If  the  threads  pull  out  of  place  easily,  you  know  it  will 
pull  at  the  seams,  the  sleeves,  or  wherever  there  is  a  strain. 

Do  you  remember  when  we  used  to  soak  our  gin^iams  in  salt'  walor  or  vinegar 
and  water  to  set  the  color?  What  faith  we  had  in  that  ceremonyl'.  But  sudi  hone 
remedies  do  no  good.  In  reality  it  was  a  useless  performance,  Wnether  the  colors 
stay  or  fade  when  a  fabric  is  washed  mth  reasonable  care  depends  up  in  the  dyes 
thal  were  used  and  the  way  they  were  applied.  If  a  fabric  isn*t  fact  color  when 
it  leaves  the  mill,  it  never  will  be.  Many  materials  have  the  words  "fa.st  color” 
printed  on  the  selvage.  Others  have  a  guarantee  T/liich  the  salesperson  vail  ex¬ 
plain  to  you.  It  always  pays  to  ask  about  tliis. 

Have  you  ever  purchased  a  silk  dress  vhich  went  to  pieces  long  before  the 
season  was  over?  Perhaps  this  was  because  it  was  improperly  or  too  heavily 
wei^ted.  Silk  fibers  cannot  stand  up  long  "under  the  strain  that  is  put  on  then 
by  an  excess  of  metallic  wei^ting.  Often  the  "feel”  of  the  material  mil  warn 
you  that  it  is  wei^ted.  Such  fabrics  usually  have  a  harsh  texture,  Tlie  more 
soft  and  supple  the  fabric  the  less  likelihood  there  is  of  much  weigL:.ting,  The 
one  simple  test  for  metallic  weighting  is  to  burn  a  tiny  piece  from  a  seam  or  the 
hen  of  the  dress,  A  woi^.ted  silk  holds  its  shape  just  as  paper  does  after  it 
is  burned.  Unweighted  silk  rolls  into  a  little  ball  as  it  burns. 

Of  course,  we  women  are  partly  to  blame  for  the  prevalence  of  freighted 
silk  on  the  markets  today,  Vife  have  demanded  a  heavy  silk  at  a  lovi  price.  The 
only  Yjay  the  manufacturer  can  do  this  is  to  put  in  wei^ting.  Wlien  vre  begin 
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noticing  the  thread  count,  that  is,  how  close  the  threads  are  together,  and  the 
firjaness  of  the  weave  instead  of  how  heavy  thfe  :fahric  is,  we  will  begin*  to  get 
better  fabrics  for  our  p5ney«  A  '^oft,  firriLy  woven,  li^t  wei^t  silk  will  fre- 
cof-ently, outwear  a  heavy  one.  ' 

And  now  a  word  about  wofll  .naterials.  Have  you-'hoticed  that  in  the  less 
esspensive  coats  with  a  napped  finish,  the  finish  soon  wears  off  leaving  a  thread.- 
bare  look?  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  wool  fabrics  of  poor  grade  riay  have  a 
quantity  of  very  sliort  bits  of  wool  pressed  into  the  surface.  Upon  wearing,  the 
surfone  finish  quickly  rubs  off  such  a  fabric  leaving  a  flimsy,  poorly  ponstruct- 
.ed,  cloth  beneath.  To  , test  such  materials,  rub  the  cloth  rapidly  between  the 
fingers.  A  good  fabric  will  show  no  change. 

These  are  but  a. few  simple  tests  for  fabrics  but  if  you  will  keep  your 
eyes  and  ears  open  and  your  fingers  trained  when  purchasing,  you'  will  cone  very 
near  to  getting  a  doll or *s  worth  for  every  dollar  you  spend.  . 


